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In 3228 BCE in Mathura,  

a child was born who was 

destined to reshape the spiritual 

and temporal destiny of 

mankind— 

Śrī Kṛṣṇa.  

His life was a model for the 

entire humankind of all periods 

and cultures, and he was and 

continues to be the Beau Ideal 

of millions of men and women in 

many a millennium.  
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Śri Kṛṣṇa  

was born around 

midnight of the 

eighth phase of the 

moon (Aṣtamī tithi) of 

dark half of the 

month of Bhādraprada 

of 3228 BCE. 
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Garga Muni performed 

Upanayana (ceremony of Initiation) 

of Balarāma and Kṛṣṇa. 

Latter they underwent formal 

education at the Gurukul of sage 

Saṁdīpanī and had graduated to 

worldly life therefrom.  

 

Education 



Brahmachārī Kṛṣṇa 

 

ब्रह्मचर्य ंमहद्  घॊरं चीर्त्वा द््वदश ्वर्षाकम  
हहम्र्तपवर्श्ामभ्रे्यर्तर्य र्यॊ मर्यव तपसवर्चातः . 
समवनव्रतचवररणर्यवं रुक्ममणर्यवं र्यॊ ऽन्जवर्यत  
सनर्तकुमवरस तेजस््ी प्रद्र्युम्नॊ नवम मे सुतः. 

Mahabharata.10 (Sauptika Parva).12. 29 & 30  
 

Lord Krishna said to Ashwathama, That son whom I obtained through ascetic 

penances and observances of austere Brahmacharya for twelve years on the 

breast of Himalaya whither I had gone for the purpose, that son of mine, 

Pradyumna, of great energy and a portion of Sanat-kumara himself, begotten by 

me upon my wife Rukmini who had practiced vows as austere as mine'.  

 



He was a Self-Realized 

being. He had mastered the 

art and science of Yoga. 

He involved himself in 

everything  without being 

involved. He played a friend 

and a foe without being 

involved in friendship and 

enmity.  

He lived with the awareness that 

he could not escape his karmas 

and that he had no choice but to 

undergo the effects of his karma. 

 

Yogeśvar Kṛṣṇa 

one who had mastered the art of Yoga 



Śrī Kṛṣṇa accepts the 

duality  

of life altogether and 

therefore transcends duality. 

He rejoices both in victory 

and in defeat. 

 Śrī Kṛṣṇa is one who 

celebrated both life and 

death.  
Transcendence is not possible so long 

as you are in conflict, so long as you 

choose one part and reject the other. 

Transcendence is only possible when 

you choicelessly accept both parts 

together, when you accept the whole.  

 

Yogeśvar Kṛṣṇa 

one who had mastered the art 

of Yoga 



Śrī Kṛṣṇa accepts life as whole 

in all its facets, in all its colors 

unconditionally.  

He is full of love and 

compassion, and yet he has 

the courage to accept and fight 

a war.  

His heart is utterly non violent, 

yet he plunges into the fire and 

fury of violence when it 

becomes unavoidable.  

He accepts the nectar, and yet 

he is not afraid of poison. 

 

Yogeśvar Kṛṣṇa 
one who had mastered the 

art of Yoga 



 

That is why he was always able 

to give a big smile.  

He lived with a smile, and even 

left his body with a smile.  

Yogeśvar Kṛṣṇa 
one who had mastered the art of Yoga 



Mitrasya Chakṣuṣā sarvāṇi 

bhutāni samīkṣantām. 
Ṛg Veda 

 

Śrī Kṛṣṇa 

was so sweet by nature, 

word and deed that not 

only humans but animals 

too loved him.  

He embraced one and all 

as if they were his kith 

and kin.  
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In Indraprastha at the time of Rajasuya 

yagna, performed by Yudhishthira 

amongst all the invitees like hundreds 

of Kings, Monarchs, Rishis, Munis and 

scholars. 

Śri Kṛṣṇa by all means was 

considered and reckoned as the 

wisest, strongest, most valorous and 

the most distinguished figure, and was 

honored by Agra-pūjā ( foremost 

felicitation ) and was offered 

arghya(respect) .  

But he modestly offered himself to 

welcome the Rishi - Munis and 

scholars by washing their holy feet.  

 

Modesty 
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Thus Śrī Kṛṣṇa was born 

in captivity but he, by dint of 

merit, hard work and 

humane nature became a 

liberator of Mankind. 

 

He put society before self. 

He lived and died for the 

fellow human beings.  



Śrī Kṛṣṇa is not a supporter of war 

He has no desire whatsoever to hurt anyone. He has made 

every effort to avoid war, but he is certainly not prepared to 

escape war at any cost - at the cost of life and truth itself.  

 
After all, there should be a limit to our efforts to avoid war, or anything else for 

that matter. We want to avoid war just for so it does not hurt and harm life. But 

what if life itself is hurt and harmed by preventing war? Then its prevention has 

no meaning.  

Śrī Kṛṣṇa says it is good to avoid war, but if it becomes 

unavoidable it is better to accept it bravely and joyfully than 

to run away from it.  



 

 

र्यदव सभवर्यवं रवजवनवमनक्षज्ञं रु्यर्िक्ठिरम।्  
अजैषीच्छकुननज्ञवानवत ्क्व ते धर्मस्तदा गतः।।  

 

्न्वसे व्र्यतीते च कर्ा ्षे त्रर्योदश।े 
 न प्रर्यच्छसस र्यद् रवज्र्यं क्व ते धर्मस्तदा गतः ।।  

 

र्यद् भीमसेन सपरै्शच र््षरु्यमतैर्शच भोजनैः।  
आचरत ्र्त्न्मते रवजव क्व ते धर्मस्तदा गतः।। 

 

 र्यद् ्वरर्व्ते पवर्वान ्सुप्तवञ्जतुगहेृ तदव।  
आदीपर्यस्् ंरविेर्य क्व ते धर्मस्तदा गतः।।  

 

र्यदव रजस््लवं कृठर्व ंदःुशवसन्श ेक्स्र्तवम।्  
सभवर्यवं प्रवहसः कर्ा क्व त ेधर्मस्तदा गतः।। 

 

 

 Karṇa  

Arjuna 
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र्यदनवर्यःै पुरव कृठर्वं क्मलर्शर्यमवनवमनवगसम।् 
 उपप्रेक्षसस रविेर्य क्व ते धर्मस्तदा गतः।।  

 

र््नठ्वः पवणड्वः कृठर्ो शवर्श्तं नरकं गतवः।  
पनतमन्र्यं ्रृ्ीठ्ेनत ्दंस्र्त्ं गजगवसमनीम।्। 

उपप्रेक्षसस रविेर्य क्व ते धर्मस्तदा गतः। 
  

रवज्र्यलुिः पुनः कर्ा समवव्र्यर्सस पवणड्वन।्  
र्यदव शकुननमवर्िर्तर्य क्व ते धर्मस्तदा गतः।। 

  

र्यदवसभमन्रंु्य बह्ो रु्यदे्ध जघ्नुमाहवरर्वः। 
 परर्वर्या ररे् बवलं क्व ते धर्मस्तदा गतः।।  

 

(महव.. कर्ाप्ा अध्र्यवर्य-91) 
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Gāndhārī cursed 

Kṛṣṇa. 

 

“May you Krishna, 

witness the death of 
your children and 
grand children and 

may you die alone in 
the forest hunted 

down like a beast.” 

 
He accepted the curse 
quietly and with smile.  

 



Mistaking the sleeping 

Krishna for a deer, a hunter 

named Jara shoots an 

arrow in his foot that fatally 

injures him due to which he 

left this world at 125.  

 

He died with a joyful 

smile upon his face. 

 In fact he blessed and 

forgave the hunter. 
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Maharṣi Dayānand on Kṛṣṇa 

Shri Kṛṣṇa ’s life as told in the Mahabharat is indeed par 

excellence. His qualities, thoughts and actions, character 

and totality of personality rank in the class of the Enlightened 

Ones. There is no reference therein to show that he deviated 

from the Dharma Path from birth to death. 
िीकृठर् जी कव इनतहवस महवभवरत में अर्तरु्यर्ततम है । उनकव गुर्-कमा-स््भव् और 
चररत्र आप्त-पुरुषों के सदृश हैं। क्जनमें कोई अिमा कव आचरर् िीकृठर् ने जन्म से 

मरर्-पर्यान्त बुरव कुछ भी ककर्यव हो, ऐसव नहीं सलखव. 
 और इस भवग्त ्वले ने अनुर्चत मनमवने दोष लगवए हैं। दिू, दही, ममखन आहद की 
चोरी लगवई और कुब्जव दवसी से समवगम, परक्स्त्रर्यों से रवस-मणडल-क्रीडव आहद समथ्र्यव 
दोष िीकृठर् जी में लगवए हैं। इसको पढ-पढव, सुन-सुनव के अन्र्य मत ्वले िीकृठर् जी 

की बहुत-सी ननन्दव करते हैं। जो र्यह भवग्त न होतव तो िीकृठर् जी के सदृश 
महवर्तमवओं की झूिी ननन्दव मर्यों कर होती “. 

महर्षा दर्यवनन्द सरस््ती (सर्तर्यवर्ा प्रकवश---समुल्लवस--11) 
 



Bankim Chandra on Kṛṣṇa 

 

 

“I personally call Śri Kṛṣṇa an ideal human being because 

in analyzing his character so far I have found him to be 

knowledgeable, brave, accomplished, hardworking, dutiful, 

kind, forgiving and one who sincerely followed Dharma and 

the laws of the society”. 
 



Bankim Chandra Chattarji 

on Kṛṣṇa 

The Mahabharat does not say a word about the gopis, though it 

refers to Kṛṣṇa’s early upbringing among the cowherds.  

The entire machinery of the Gopis, along with Radha, as an 

adulteration infiltrated by Vaisnavism to counter the popularity of 

Tantricism. Dissatisfied with the Vaishnava theory of Advaita vada, 

many devotees turned to Tantrika faith where men and women could 

mix freely. The Vaishnavas had to do something to compete with the 

Tantrikas‟ popularity. What they did was clever. They picked up the 

substance of Tantrika theory and infused it into their own religion. 

The author of Brahmavaivartha Purana revived or rejuvenated 

Vaishnava Dharma by creating Radha and making her as important 

as Prakriti of the Tantrikas.  

 

 



Bankim Chandra on Kṛṣṇa 

 

Bankim asks “How do they [believers] accept their 

god was a butter-stealer as a baby and a 

womanizer in his youth and as an adult  he 

deceived people. 

Critics of Hinduism say that such unscientific 

approach to religion has only made the followers of 

Hinduism undependable and dishonest as a race” . 
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